
Soul Connections

Soulumination is a non-profit foundation that celebrates the lives of children and parents facing life-threatening conditions by providing 
professional photographs- free of charge- of these special individuals and their families.  The life-affirming photographs of Soulumination are 

an enduring, positive record of the child's brief life, and provide a loving legacy for the children of parents lost to terminal illness.
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 Dear Friends,

When it is time to write this letter each year, it takes a few days to really sit down and put words on paper as I know that part 
of my writing is to include the name of each Soul child and parent that has died since our last publication.  This task takes me 
to a special part of my soul that is filled with both sorrow and grace. There is something powerful in reflecting on the beauty of 
each child and parent and I try to bring into my heart the joy that the individual shared while living.  With the typing of each 
name I salute and honor their unique gifts:  Addison, Angela, Angelica, Annabelle, Austin, Bailey, Barry, Brandon, Bryant, 
Caleb, Christian, Darlena, Emily N., Evelyn, Faith, Gabby R, Gerry, Hailey, Hudson, Janice, Jessica, Jonah, Josh O., Joshua, 
Juleidi, Julie, Katelyn, Lauren and Lillian, Leileah, Michael, Natalie, Nicholas, Owen, Roari, Rudy, Sophie and Stanford.      

As the years pass, the outreach of Soulumination expands, multiplies, and allows our community to grow.  I am so proud to 
say that we now have 18 professional photographers working with us.  Our board has expanded to include Soul dad Matt 
Kochel and Brenda Wagner, best friend of Soul adult Julie Becker, and we hope to welcome Julie’s other best friend,  Kelly 
McNelis into our fold soon.  This February, we worked with 17 Soul families and recently realized that the most recent three 
requests were for adult shoots.   We have worked hard to ensure that every request is answered with great heart and excellent 
talent.  

Our goal is to keep moving forward while learning about the process of living with loss.  The new evaluation forms developed 
by our grant writer, Audrey Fine, have given us valuable feedback.  Each family emphasizes how much they like the personal 
touch of the handmade gifts and the attention to detail in our packages. I am so thankful for the many hands that have 
responded to each of our calls for volunteers. Our staff is devoted and top notch and includes many talented professionals who 
volunteer their services on a regular basis.  We are blessed and hope to continue to receive this type of giving, as well as 
enough funds to increase our outreach as the need arises.  I can't help but mention my continued gratitude for the numerous 
gifts that have been given in memory of my own dear mother, who was such a tremendous support of both myself and the 
work of Soulumination.  Recently, I came across words by Sufi mystic and poet Rumi:

"May the beauty we love be what we do."
That is our goal, to capture beauty with skill and compassion, and let the memories of those lost and those who conquer 
amazing health obstacles be forever honored.

In love and peace,
Lynette




